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The Lexington County
Museum will host its
eleventh annual Spring
Open House on May 7,
2023 from 2 pm to 5 pm.

The public is invited to
tour the circa 1832 John
Fox House, the 1771
Laurence Corley Log
House, the ca. 1815 Oak
Grove Schoolhouse, and
the other historic
structures on the grounds
of the museum. Children
will be able to participate
in a scavenger hunt and
learn about activities that
children would have
participated in during the
19t century in Lexington
County at this event.

Visitors will be able to
learn about historic crafts
such as blacksmithing and
wheel repair through
demonstrations. The

Spring Open House event is
free to the public. Light
refreshments will be served.
The Open House is a great
time for visitors to learn more
about the museum and the
county’s history and is fun for
the whole family. It also gives
visitors the opportunity to
explore buildings not normally
featured on the typical hour
long tour.

Last year we had over 300
visitors attend the Spring Open
House and expect that number
to grow. Visit our website or call
the museum for more
information.

Museum Past and Upcoming

Over the past few months,

museum staff members have
led a 2 Gals and a Fork tour,

attended and presented at the
Living History and Farm
Museum Conference. In the

spoken to the Gilbert-Summit future, museum staff will

Senior Center, to the
Archives and History
Foundation, at River Bluff

High School, at Shiloh UMC,

and at the Gilbert-Summit

and Lexington Libraries. The

museum director also

speak to the Chapin, Gilbert-
Summit, and Lexington
County Libraries, to the
Lexington Wildlife Chapter,
and the Colleton County
Genealogical Society. If you'd
like to have a museum staff
member speak to your group

@ath Efforts

either virtually or in-person, don't
hesitate to give us a call. We
can speak on a variety of topics
related to the museum, the
county, and its history. Some of
the most popular topics include
the quilts and other artifacts
from the Dutch Fork, Lexington
County-made rifles, and the
history of alcohol in Lexington
County.
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MeetFriends of the Lexington County Museum Board Me
Hugh RogerPart3

This is the third and final installment of our introduction to Mr. Hugh Rogers who served as mayor of Lexington from
1967-1975. Hugh was born and raised off what is now Wise Ferry Rd. and saw Lexington go through its biggest rate of
growth since the 1880s. He was a driving force responsible for multiple improvements to the community including the
establishment of a library and attracting businesses to the area. When asked how it was that he became involved with
the Lexington County Museum, Hugh responded that he was simply just mayor when the idea of establishing a local
museum started gaining ground. He points out that his wife, “Maro was on town council a lot longer than | was mayor”
and also had a hand in the development of the town. He then adds, “it wasn’t at the same time as | was mayor of
course.” Together the two of them shared a common interest in local affairs and the betterment of the Lexington
community. Hugh said he believed then, as he does now, that the museum was a good investment for Lexington
County and wanted to see it prosper.

The fundraising and planning for the museum were mainly due to the efforts of a few dynamic local citizens including
Nancy Fox Wingard and Clayton Kleckley who established the Lexington Historical Society to commemorate historic
places and display local history relics. The members of the Historical Society feared that local history would be
forgotten as the area became more developed. Hugh remembers Nancy Fox Wingard as a very bright person who had
foresight. She knew that proper planning and formal ties to the county would guarantee the museum’s survival. The
Historical Society acquired the John Fox House on Fox St. for the location of the museum for a purchase price of about
$11,000. The creation of a local museum corresponded with the growth of Lexington in the 1970s and the desire to
preserve its past.

When the non-profit fundraising group, the Friends of the Lexington County Museum, was created in the 1990s both
Hugh and Maro joined. Hugh states that out of the two of them Maro was the one who was more active in the Friends.
For over thirty years she was effective in helping to keep the organization mobilized through the annual Christmas
Open Houses and Galas. When asked if he has a favorite building on our grounds Hugh said the Fox House. He
described it as our best asset saying that its contents illustrate the rich decorative arts of the area. Of course, the
grounds and real estate are also important, he said, especially with the demand for land so high.

Hugh Rogers experienced significant changes in Lexington County over the course of his life. He watched it grow from
a population of 35,000 in the 1940s to nearly 300,000 today. The museum is a place that stands as a reminder of what
life used to be like in this part of South Carolina. When asked what he wishes for the museum in the future, Hugh states
that he wants the museum “to continue to keep working with the community and to work to acquire more items to
preserve and for people to enjoy.” He feels that since the county is filling up with so many new people he fears many
are unaware of what we have to offer. Forever a politician, he adds, “county council needs to put up the money to make
sure that this asset continues.” He and his wife, Maro continue to attend events in and around Lexington as they remain
supporters of several organizations and are big fans of community betterment. He added that he is also a big fan of
both retirement and social security. We thank Hugh for his life of service to our community.
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Museum to HosMurders and Mysteries TonMest Columbia

The Lexington County Museum will host its West Columbia Murders and Mysteries Walking Tour on April 215t from 8 pm
to 9:30 pm. Attendees will learn about some of the spookier and more gruesome aspects of West Columbia’s history as
we will discuss murders, crimes, and mysteries that occurred along Meeting and State Streets. This free tour will begin at
the Riverwalk Amphitheater in West Columbia and end on Center Street. Some uphill walking will be necessary. Because
of the mature subject matter, we ask that attendees be over 18 or have parental permission. No reservations or tickets
are needed. To learn more visit lexingtoncountymuseum.org or call us at 803-359-8369.

Museum Visitation idanuary and February 2023

Visitation was somewhat
slow as the weather
turned colder.

In January, 416 visitors
came to the museum,
including visitors from nine
states other than SC and
Ireland. February’s
numbers were a bit larger.
The museum saw 1,045

visitors, including tourists
from eight states other
than SC and Canada.

The number of school
groups visiting the
museum was low as it
always is during the winter
months. We had various
public and private schools
from Richland and

Lexington Counties come
out.
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Thanks to all the sponsors who deddo the 2023 Frien
of the Lexington County Museum fundraiser!

Platinum
Anonymous
John and Mandy Derrick

Gold
Caughman’s Meat Plant
Kregg Corley
Cathy Dreher
LA Barrier and Son Inc.
Lexington Medical Center
Jo and Charlie Mayer
Hugh and Maro Rogers
Something Borrowed
Town of Lexington

Silver
Betty Barlow
Bryn and Eric Douglass
Law Office of Andrew Failey
Flowers Family Foundation
Dan and Jane Koon
Lexington Chronicle
Laura McMahan
Michaelis Mattress
Mid-Carolina Electric Cooperative
Ed and Kelley Mintz
SaludaLaw
Sharon and Richard Shealy
Shumpert’s IGA
WP Rawl and Sons Inc.

Bronze

Amaker Revious and John
Caughman Farm Properties LLC
Caughman-Harman Funeral Home
Paula Calhoon and Donnie Myers
Marijorie and Patrick Cleary
Sylvia Clyburn
Charlotte and Jimmy Compton
Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Coiley
Davis Frawley
Debbie and Thomas Douglas
First Community Bank
Jeanette and Randal Ford
Deidre Harmon
Becky and David Hipp
Kiristin and Richard Hook
Jerry and Mary Howard
Tom and Jean Kirkley
Lexington Woman’s Club
M Gallery

Carol and James Metts
Karen and John Wayne Parrish
Pine Press Printing
Bert Pooser
Otis and Melissa Rawl
Doris Reynolds
Jim Riddle
Catherine Sharpe
Carl and Donna Shealy
Cynthia and Phil Smith
Linda and Phil Smith
Loretta Smith
Frank and Bobbie Sox
Wally and Delores Steinhauser
Sara and Tom Victa
Joe and Roxanne Wilson
Wingard’s Market
Richard and Joyce Wingate
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Museum to Host Herb Fest

Join the Lexington County Herb Bunch on Saturday, March 25th from 9 am to 3 pm for the 11th Annual “It’s All
About Herbs” Festival at the Lexington County Museum. Festival admission is free for all. Activities include a plant
sale with many varieties of herbs, vegetables, herb and plant related vendors, food vendors, and free herb mini-
demonstrations. A tour of the grounds will be offered at 1 pm as well.

The Herb Fest is great for anyone who has an interest in gardening, cooking, or is just interested in learning more
about herbs. Parking will be available in the museum’s two lots (one on Fox Street and one off of Columbia

Avenue) and along the museum’s picket fence on Fox Street. Please refrain from parking in front of our neighbors’
houses. For more information call the museum at 803-359-8369.

Museum to HosbGreat Outdoors Day

On Saturday, April 29 from 1:00 pm until 300 pm, the Lexington County Museum will host a free outdoor meet-up
for Lexington area children, teens, and Boy and Girl Scouts with the theme “Celebrating the Great Outdoors.” All
activities and presentations will be held on the Lexington County Museum grounds, 231 Fox Street, Lexington, SC
29072 and are free. This event will feature the following program:

- “Amazing South Carolina Birds”: Jeanette Wells, a Saluda Shoals Park interpreter and notable SC
midlands wildlife authority, will lead a bird talk with an emphasis on area predatory birds, to include owls
and hawks.

- Making Birds Comfortable: Sandy DeFrance of Wild Birds Unlimited-Lexington will discuss bird feeder and
bird house recommendations.

- Protecting Birds in Your Own Backyard: John Myers, interpreter of the Lexington County Museum will
present ideas on supportng bird life. There also will be an information table on possible scout merit badges
on birding and conservation.

Registration is strongly recommended for this event. You can register here: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/great-
outdoors-day-tickets-596055216197 Registration is on a first come, first come basis. Chairs will be provided but
you may bring your own seating for comfort, for example, lawn chairs, blankets or camp stools!

If there are any questions, call us at 803-359-8369.


https://www.eventbrite.com/e/great-outdoors-day-tickets-596055216197
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/great-outdoors-day-tickets-596055216197
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March 25

April 21

April 29

May 7

Museum Calendar of Events

“It's All About Herbs” Herb Festival

9amto 3 pm

Free to attend

Lexington County Museum Complex

Activities include a plant sale with many varieties of herbs,
herb and plant related vendors, food vendors, free herb mini-
demonstrations, seminars, and a silent auction.

“Murders and Mysteries” West Columbia Walking Tour
8 pm

Tour begins at the Riverwalk Amphitheater

121 Alexander Road West Columbia, SC

Free to the public

Attendees will learn about some of the spookier and more
gruesome aspects of West Columbia's history as we will
discuss murders, bootleggers, and mysteries that occurred in
along Meeting and State Streets. Because of the mature
subject matter, we ask that attendees be 18 or over or have
parental permission. No reservations or tickets are needed.

Great Outdoors Day

1pmto 3 pm

Free to attend

Lexington County Museum Complex

Learn more about local wildlife at this event designed to
teach children about nature and how to attract birds.

Spring Open House

2pmto5 pm

Free to attend

Lexington County Museum Complex

231 Fox Street Lexington, SC

The public is invited to see the historic structures at the
museum. Children will be able to participate in a scavenger
hunt. The Open House will also feature demonstrations of
historic crafts such as blacksmithing. Light refreshments will
be served.

Call the museum at 803-359-8369 or email museum@lex-co.com to
find out more about these events.
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Lexington
Museum

231 Fox Street
Lexington, SC 29072

Phone 803-359-8369
Fax 803-808-2160
E-mail museum@Iex-co.com

A Story
Every Do

iLC
1IM

Wer e on t h

https-//
CO. SCc. goV/-|
C OURMWS € tam (

www. | exi nqgt
ymuseum. O

The Lexington County Museum was started in 1970 to collect, preserve and present
the history of Lexington County. After initially having only one historic house, the
museum expanded and now has thirty historic structures over seven acres in
downtown Lexington. Through exhibits in historic houses, the museum interprets
everyday life in the town of Lexington and throughout Lexington County from the
eighteenth century to the start of the Civil War. The museum offers guided tours to
visitors for a small fee and has thirteen different hands-on programs for school groups
free of charge by appointment. These programs attract schools from around the state
and educate students about the history of Lexington County and about the everyday
life of Lexington County residents in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.

The Friends of the Lexington County Museum is a non-profit group founded in 1997
with an advisory board, officers, and a board of trustees representing all municipalities
in Lexington County. Its mission is to enhance the Lexington County Museum through
its duly appointed commission and to support, aid, and assist in the improvement and
expansion of the Museum. The Friends group sponsors fund-raising projects to help
further the Museum’s valuable contribution to the county. The Friends group has raised
over $290,000 for the museum so far. To learn more about the Friends or to join, visit
the museum’s webpage (https://lex-co.sc.gov/lexington-county-museum/friends-
museum).

Hi ghl i ghted Artifact

This issue’s highlighted artifact is a book that was reused by Victoria Crosson, aged
28, of Leesville in 1898 to record recipes.The handwritten recipes shown here are for
tomato preserves, fruit preserves, and a jelly roll.
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